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Foreboding skies over the Sailing on Sunday race on Dec 4. Photo courtesy of Ray Terrill.

From the Front
Nat Powning, Commodore
As the last few days’ wind down with yours truly
continuing to figure out how to act the part of
commodore, I'm stoked to report that the Small
Yacht Sailing Club Of Oregon is in fine shape. A
new cabinet of capable officers was elected
during our annual meeting on November 28th.
This is comprised of Bruce Newton as
Commodore, Michael Morrissey as ViceCommodore, Gary Bruner as Secretary, Scott
Stevenson as Treasurer and myself as Rear
Commodore. An arsenal of well found
equipment necessary for running sailboat races

Ice and wind storm view from Junovia on Dec 8. Photo
courtesy of Nat Powning.

is in storage patiently waiting for the next season and around 4K in cash sits in the Pancho Reserve Fund
ready for the inevitable unexpected (and expected) expenses. We’ve got our schedule, notice of races and
various other details for 2017 ironed out and are working on the details for our winter events including the
boat show, fleet night and the race clinic.
The club is not in this position due to anything I’ve done, but because of the passion and energy from our
volunteers. Whether you helped call out boats crossing a finish line, manned (personed?) our boat show
booth for a couple hours, or handled all the extensive organization required to make sure we’re lined up
with a capable race committee for each event, it’s you that makes this club work. We’re certainly fortunate
to have dozens of volunteers handling both the smallest and biggest jobs. But we’re especially blessed to
have a smaller group known as the “Caretakers” who help guide the long-term direction of SYSCO and
share in the decision-making necessary to smooth out inevitable wrinkles as they come up. These folks
are regular fixtures at our monthly board meetings and might be the only reason I’ve avoided burning the
whole place down. Special thank you goes to Bill Sanborn, Jan Burkhart, Warren Dalby, Mike Daly, Gary
Bruner, Scott Stevenson, Tod Basham and Bruce Newton for your participation in nearly every one of
these while I've been an officer.
Even if you don’t have an official vote I encourage you to attend at least some of these. With occasional
exception we gather at 6:30 on the first Monday each month with business kicking off at 7. The venue is a
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back room at the Delta Park Elmer’s which is an excellent space for focused discussion. Format of the
official meeting is usually somewhat formal but there’s plenty of room for your participation and you’ll see a
preview of where our club is headed. Making it to a few of these is particularly helpful if you’ve ever
considered serving on one of our committees, as a fleet captain or even as an officer.
Thank you all for a great 2016, here’s to making 2017 even better.

Above your incoming 2017 SYSCO Officers (left to right): Nat Powning, Michael Morrissey, Bruce
Newton, Scott Stevenson, and Gary Bruner.
Right: A closer look at Gary Bruner's custom made shirt
reveals a campaign for greatness in the 2017 race results
with Molika.
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Rear Comments
Tod Bassham, Rear-Commodore
The boat is loaded, the tide is making. Time to cast off the lines, and start looking for the horizon.
But I can’t resist looking back once more at all we’ve accomplished the past years.
When I first joined SYSCO in aught-eight, I was as callow and green a sailor as could be. Barely
knew which end of my Ranger 20 to point toward the start line. But I was lucky to have great mentors, and
they all told me the same thing: join SYSCO, it’s the best club on the river. So I did. And after a while I
wanted to give a little something back to the sailing community that brought so much joy to me, and so I
volunteered to help with programming (back in the day when SYSCO hosted speakers every month).
Then in 2011 the club treasurer departed on a voyage to Mexico, and I was asked to step in. I had
never balanced a checkbook in my life, but hey, sailing is all about accepting new challenges. And I
discovered that a great group of people are working as club officers and chairs, doing all the critical behindthe-scenes work to bring racing, cruising and good times to the river. I saw some great leadership, from
Rich Jones, Michael Nance, Warren Dalby, to name a few, who stepped up and helped guide the club
through many changes.
Somehow the club survived my fiscal mismanagement, and I was eventually booted upstairs to act
as race captain, commodore, and now rear-commodore. Starting in January, I will be back where I belong,
among the ranks of proud SYSCO members. But it is astonishing to look back and see how much has
changed, mostly for the better, in a few short years. When I started on the board, the club had no website
and almost everything was done by paper and snail-mail.
SYSCO ‘s racing program was pretty much limited to the
spring and summer series, which offered only level and
one-design classes. Today we run the mostest and
bestest races on the river, and our unique blend of PHRF
and level racing seems to be working. I’m particularly
proud of how innovative we are, especially in creating new
fun races, like the Dual Bridge Duel, Daylight Savings
Chinook in a November SOS race. Photo courtesy of
Nat Powning.

Dash, and—debuting this summer—the SYSCO
Shorthanded Soaker (S-Cubed).

It’s been a great journey so far, and I can’t wait to see where we go next. As for me, I’ll gladly take
nd

up my new role as a backbench curmudgeon on the 42 Avenue bleachers, sitting alongside Gladys
Overwith. But I hope to keep writing for this newsletter, and to see you on the river.
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Sign Up for January PRO Training
SYSCO will continue the practice next year of using all-volunteer race committees and assigning specific
race nights to each Fleet. As part of the sailing community's ongoing efforts to provide good training,
OCSA is sponsoring two one-day training workshops. One training workshop is for protest committee
judges. And the other training workshop is for Principal Race Officials.
Space is limited in each workshop to 25 people. This is a great opportunity and we strongly encourage
each Fleet to send at least one person to the one-day PRO training workshop.
Information is below. Please note that OCSA will reimburse the tuition fee if the trainee passes the exam
and serves one time as a PRO or Judge.

US Sailing Workshops January 21 and 22
An excerpt from the 2017 Race Book
INVITATION: Presented by US Sailing these two one-day workshops on Race Official training are open to
everyone.
DESCRIPTION: Race Officials are sailors like you who volunteer their time because they enjoy the work
and because they believe in the importance of giving back to the sport. They run races, make umpire calls
on the water, hear protests and redress requests. Online testing for certification is included for each
workshop.
DATES AND TIMES: Saturday and Sunday January 21 and 22, 2017. The workshops will be held from
0830 until 1730 hours.
SATURDAY: A one-day Judge seminar features Charles Macaulay as your instructor and focuses on the
US Sailing Judges Program. Judges are responsible for conducting protest and redress hearings when
competitors believe there has been a breach of the rules. Judges also enforce Rule 42 (Propulsion) on the
water at fleet racing events and consult with organizers and race officers ahead of events to review race
documents and procedures. Please note: This is not a
“rules” seminar, but is intended as training to become a judge.
SUNDAY: The Race Management Seminar is instructed by Jeffrey Zarwell, Charles Rathkopf, and Eric
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Rimkus. Race management topics include ensuring the safety of competitors and the race committee,
choosing courses to give competitors the best possible races, adjusting the course in response to changing
conditions, starting the fleet, finishing the fleet, and scoring the event.
LOCATION: Willamette Sailing Club, 6336 SW Beaver Avenue, Portland, OR
FEE: $55 seminar fee per seminar includes course materials, online testing, coffee, water, juice, tea and
lunch at the Williamette Sailing Club. If you are an OCSA member, become certified as a Club Judge, and
hear a protest as part of OCSA’s protest committee in 2017, OCSA will refund your registration fee. If you
are an OCSA member, become certified as a Club Race Officer, and are Principal Race Officer (PRO) for
a non-Friday race in 2017, OCSA will refund your registration fee.
REGISTRATION: Enroll online now as there are only 25 available slots per day.
Saturday January 21 Judges Seminar:
http://www1.ussailing.org/enrollment/selectregistrant.aspx?courseid=13223005
Sunday January 22 Race Management Seminar:
http://www1.ussailing.org/enrollment/selectregistrant.aspx?courseid=13223001
Online registration ends on Monday, January 16 at 2055.
INFORMATION: Contact Craig Daniels at craig@craigdaniels.com

Upcoming Dates to Remember
CYC Sailing on
Sundays

US Sailing Judges
Seminar

Oct 16 2016 –

Jan 21

Jan 22

Mar 5 2017
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Racing Report
Bruce Newton, Vice Commodore/Race Captain
Planning is well underway for the 2017 racing season. The 2017 Racebook is complete and the local
OCSA General Sailing Instructions have been revised. The most important revision has to do with
signaling courses. For the Windward Leeward courses, a red square at the top of the course board will
announce that navigation buoy “2” (a.k.a. the Ryan Point Red Green Junction Buoy) will serve as Mark 1.
Previously, we used VHF announcements.
January and February will be busy and you may want to mark your calendar for the following events:
January 21 – US Sailing training seminar on being a protest committee judge
January 22 – US Sailing training seminar on being a principal race official
January 24 – SYSCO Fleet Night
February 11 – OCSA Race Management Clinic
February 18-19 – Safety at Sea training course
February 25 – Dave Perry Racing Rules Seminar (new rules for 2017-2020)
The Boat Show at the Portland Expo Center runs January 11 to 15. There are still time slots available to
volunteer at the SYSCO booth. It is a great opportunity to introduce sailors to SYSCO, greet friends, and
get free admission to the show. Volunteer at http://signup.com/go/moBoU4

Above: The 2016 OCSA Tropical Awards Banquet
at the PYC was magical... as well as quite
tropical.
Left: MC'd by Gary Bruner.
Right: SYSCO Commodore, Nat Powning,
received the OCSA US Sailing Sportsmanship
Award.
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SYSCO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
November 28, 2016
Gary Bruner, Secretary
The meeting took place at Elmer’s Delta Park. Commodore Nat Powning rapped the gavel at 7 PM sharp.
Besides Nat, other members introduced included Bruce Newton, Tod Bassham, Scott Stevenson, Michael
Morrissey, Mike Daly, Randall Poff, Warren Dalby, Jan Burkhart, Bill Sanborn, and Gary Bruner. Randy
Poff was recognized as the SYSCO Sailor of the Year, and Scott Stevenson as the US Sailing
Sportsmanship award winner. Neither were able to attend the OCSA Awards party on Nov. 5 where these
awards were presented.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer Scott Stevenson submitted his proposed budget for next year, and recapped the financial
situation for 2016. Revenue from membership was down a bit from expectations, partly because fewer
members selected the Gold membership option this season. SYSCO also suffered a financial beating by
ordering too many pizzas for gatherings this year, and not being as diligent as we could have been to
solicit funds at those events.

One additional expense that SYSCO undertook is $155 in 2016 for an

enclosed, covered storage area to better care for marks, rodes and anchors, the course board, letters and
numbers, racing flags, and other assorted gear that was previously stored in Pancho, covered only by a
tarp all winter. The cost for 2017 will be $780. SYSCO saved some money by coordinating its awards
banquet with OCSA this year, even though the number of trophies awarded far exceeded previous years
rd

due to the 3 Series, the Summer Twilight. Nevertheless, SYSCO ended 2016 approximately $1,800 in
the black which will be added to the Pancho reserve fund.
Next year’s proposed budget is similar in many respects, but shows the potential for as much as an $1,100
shortfall. Actions will be taken to minimize expenses where possible. SYSCO will reassess the budget in
late summer to see if we need to cut back a bit on trophy expenses next season. The possibility exists that
SYSCO may have to reassess membership dues next year as well. The proposed budget was passed
unanimously and appears in its entirety at the end of the minutes.
A proposed bylaw amendment was also unanimously approved. The change in bylaws eliminated the
previous option of Gold and Silver Memberships. The result is that SYSCO now has two membership
options. Associate Memberships are still $25 per year, but a racing membership will now cost $100. This
will result in a slight increase for those who were silver members last year, but a savings for those who
November & December 2016

SYSCO

9

chose Gold memberships previously. A full racing membership means that all SYSCO events, including
all three weekly series, will be free for SYSCOids.

MEMBERSHIP
Chair Jan Burkhart reported that SYSCO ended the year with 124 members. Four recent membership
applications were approved unanimously. They are: Scott and Linda Cohn, Associate, with an unnamed
Olson 25; Dave Chance, ISC boats; Jim Vandagrift and Adrienne Black from Eugene who own a Catalina
25, Caerulea; and Naomi Reichman, Associate, who crews on other’s boats and wants to help with social
events! Welcome to you all!

SYSCO 2017 OFFICERS
A proposed slate of officers was unanimously approved. For 2017, your officers will be:
Commodore Bruce Newton
Vice Commodore Michael Morrissey
Rear Commodore Nat Powning
Treasurer Scott Stevenson
Secretary Gary Bruner.
Other topics discussed included mention of a Boat Show pairing of interested new sailors with boats sailing
in the SOS series, and mention of a more formal Commodore’s Ball at some time in the future, but no
action was taken.
The meeting adjourned at 7:45.
Gary Bruner
Secretary

Sailing on Sunday spinnakers in November. Photo courtesy of Nat
Powning.
November & December 2016

SYSCO

10

DRAFT 2017 SYSCO BUDGET
2013
ACTUAL

2014
ACTUAL

2015
ACTUAL

2016
BUDGET

2016
CURRENT

2017
BUDGET

INCOME
Membership Dues
Race Income
Awards Banquet
Bank Interest
Misc Income

10,062.54
2,669.40
3,436.52
0.18
2,019.15

9,616.92
1,154.40
3,276.50
0.00
2,025.50

9,480.91
2,525.50
4,538.00
0.00
1,138.00

12,840
1,850
4,500
1,000

12,070.00
1,962.90
0.00
1.47
460.00

11,400
2,000
2
500

TOTAL INCOME

18,187.79

16,073.32

17,682.41

20,190

14,494.37

13,902

115.40
356.00
15
4,138.95
0

655.40
456.00
0.00
3,940.00
0

745.24
400.00
63.31
5,146.00
852.57

0.00
0.00
1416
1344.4
595.8
1,370.58
2997.56
3408.5

0
0
1,515.00
1,394.69
684.40
1,055.08
1,703.95
3,700.52

175.00
1,545.00
1,838.73
1,024.22
217.70
3,663.87

750
400
50
5,500
200
425
155
100
100
1,600
1,500
500
100
2,200
1,200
5,200

721.40
450.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
333.90
90.00
0.00
0.00
1,577.95
1,334.35
0.00
0.00
1,769.08
453.21
5,949.00

750
450
250
100
375
780
100
100
1,600
1,400
500
100
2,000
500
6,000

15,758

15,105

15,671

19,980

12,678.89

15,005

2,430

968

2,011

210

1,814.01

(1,103)

4,372.30

6,710.52

7,691.42

9,594.96

4,327.57

EXPENSES
Administrative
Association Fees
Bank Charges
Banquet Expenses
Boat Show Expenses
PayPal CC Fees
CC Dry Storage
Cruising
Donations, Ads
Insurance
Meetings, Clinics, BBQs
Membership, Burgees, etc.
Misc.
Pancho moorage, fuel etc.
Racing: Marks, PRO etc
Trophies
TOTAL EXPENSES
Annual income - expenses
Pancho/Emergency Reserve
at start of each year

2,513.56

Current Pancho Reserve

Right: Joe Hoffman "horsing
around" on Elixir. Photo courtesy
of Kelly Nash.
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