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From the Commodore
Tod Bassham, Commodore

It’s past time to stop pining for the nonexistent snow, put away the skis and snowshoes, and start prepping 
your boat and crew for another fabulous year of sailing, racing and cruising in the big ol’ ditch we call the 
Columbia.  Luckily, there is lots of help available.  Maybe you already have or will be able to take advantage 
of the following:

1.  OCSA Rules Review.  While many people would prefer a sharp stick in the eye rather than discuss the 
racing rules, around 50 people stuffed themselves into the Willamette Sailing Club on February 7 for a great 
review led by Craig Daniels.   If you missed the rules review, during the next race look for the transoms of 
those who attended.  Easy to spot:  they will be ahead of you.

2.  OCSA Race Committee Training.   The volunteers who perform race committee duties are the heart’s 
blood of our sport.  A lot of folks attended the seminar February 26.  We owe them big thanks.  If you missed 
it, you’ll have another chance for race committee training at the SYSCO Race Clinic, March 19 (see below).  

3.  Safety at Sea Seminar March 14.  Sold out!  But maybe back next year by popular demand. 

4.  SYSCO Race Clinic, March 19, RCYC 6:30 pm.  A review of starting sequences and how SYSCO runs 
races on the river, led by SYSCO’s own Dale Mack.  In addition, we plan to follow Dale’s presentation with a 
review of race committee procedures.   This is especially important for all SYSCO members this year, as it is 
increasingly likely that the Fleets will be running the races, just like the good old days before we started using 
a Principal Race Offcer.  SYSCO will provide a lot of help, on the water and off the water, but each Fleet 
Captain should begin preparing themselves and their fellow feet members to run a SYSCO weekday race.  

5.  RCYC Frostbite, March 21.  Great chance to practice, practice, practice, before the SYSCO Spring Series 
starts.

6.  PYC Opening Day Regatta, April 11-12.  Another great chance to practice.  In addition, SYSCO is helping 
PYC with the race committee, so this is an excellent chance to refresh your race committee skills.  Volunteer 
by sending Nat an e-mail at race_captain@syscosailing.org.

7.  SYSCO Race Mentor Program.  If you are new to racing, and would like to speak with a mentor to fgure 
out the ropes, then give me a shout at commodore@syscosailing.org, and we’ll connect you with one of our 
many experienced volunteer mentors.  
See you on the water!

Tod Bassham
commodore@syscosailing.org
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From the Rear
Warren Dalby, Rear Commodore

Late in 1995, when Second Half frst came to Portland from California, we were going through a winter of 
abnormally high rainfall and snowfall to low elevations. At the end of January we had another heavy snowfall 
that covered the valley foor followed by bitterly cold temperatures that lasted for a week. It got so cold the 
harbor at Tomahawk Bay froze. You could walk around your boat on the ice. Then we were drenched with a 
Pineapple Express. With all the snow down to sea level melting in the heavy, warm rains, the region 
experienced historic fooding. I was able to take some pictures at Tomahawk Bay during the high water. I 
went back to the same spots later that summer when the water levels were low. What you see are pairs of low
water-high water pictures. If you are familiar with Tomahawk Bay you will see that the ramps and entry gates 
have been upgraded, but they are in the same positions.

Ramp 2, to E-row:
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Ramp 2:

North end of E-row, looking north at Goose Island:
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The BBQ area where we have our SYSCO parties, looking east:

Hidden Bay Cafe:
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Cruising and Stuff
Bill Sanborn, Cruise Director

Commodore Tod wants the Club to get to get back into the Cruising Business, as it states in our By-Laws as 
one of our functions.  In years past there was a core group who you could count on to attend most of the 
cruises and many of us are now down to doing just the Delta Cruise as a group.  Now most of my cruising 
(dinner on the boat and/or overnighter) is last minute “Nice evening let’s take dinner to the boat and spend 
the night out”.

So I pose the question, what is your idea for a Club Cruise?  Meet on a Saturday afternoon at Government Isl. 
for a Happy Hour and dinner and sail home, or opt to spend the night on the dock or at anchor.   Maybe meet
at Grandma’s Cove and several boats anchor and raft up for dinner, and opt to sail home or spend the night.  
We have Memorial Weekend coming and a group of us will be meeting at Martin Isl. and we will be sailing 
our dingy, and kayaking.   There are nice docks in the Multnomah Channel at Hadley Landing, Coon Island, 
St Helens, or Sand Isl. where you can usually fnd a friendly sailor.  Also a Trip to River Place, and access to 
downtown, or a Trip to Beacon Rock through the Gorge, and both have nice docks.  We miss the old days of 
having log rafts to moor to.

Speaking of docks it will pay to check the CRYA Cruise Schedule and make sure that one of the other Clubs 
are not planning a Cruise to the dock you have chosen on that date, as space could be limited.

Many of you sailed in the Sail on Sunday events over the winter and I am always shocked at the number of 
boats out each week for the start, and am more excited that each week it involves a couple hundred folks on 
the water to crew the boats.  As is our habit I organized a potluck “Chile Cook Off” after the last race and it 
was a great social time. 
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Daylight Savings Dashed
Tod Bassham, Commodore

Sunday, March 8, dawned clear and sunny.  At 12:45
Pacifc DST, over two dozen hopeful skippers gathered
around Buoy 14, struggling to stay above the start line in
the wafts of light west wind, which sometimes gusted up
to 5 knots.   Each skipper squinted down the course,
wondering how the hell they were going to (1) accomplish
the two required crew overboard drills and (2) get back
upriver to the fnish in the light zephyrs and against the
strong current, while beating every other boat in the race.  

On the committee boat, SYSCO Race Captain Nat
Powning blinked wearily at his spreadsheet.  He had been
up all night connected to a Cray Supercomputer,
calculating Time on Distance handicap ratings for each
boat, using sophisticated velocity prediction programs
engineered by teams of chimpanzees pounding randomly
on keyboards.  Then he had spent the morning reversing
the ratings to derive individual start times for the event’s
pursuit start, to a sub-atomic scale of accuracy.
Theoretically, even the slowest boat had an equal chance
to cross the fnish line frst and win the race.  The only
signifcant variable left was the ability of each boat to
swiftly recover a foatation device tossed overboard on the
windward and leeward legs:  the dreaded simulated crew
overboard drill.  It was a test of skill and boat maneuvering
that few skippers had practiced recently. 

Nat started the sequence, and the slowest-rated boat,
Trigger, crossed the line precisely at 1300.  Trigger opted
to immediately perform their frst COB recovery, and did
so in good form under the thoughtful gaze of their
competitors.  A minute later the next boat started, and one
by one each boat crossed the line and spread out across
the river, seeking breeze and a clear space to perform their
drills.  Shouts could be over the water, as boats struggled
to recover the foatation device, and avoid having to spin
around twice.  Downriver, Trigger rounded the mark at B,
spun around quickly to do their second COB drill and then

hoisted the chute before they were dragged too far
downriver by the vicious current.  A horde of faster rated
boats drifted down on them.  

And…then the wind shut off.  The clanking of anchors
could be heard, and the popping of beer tops.  Spinnakers
hung like damp rags, while the unseasonably hot March
sun beat down with equal benevolence on the wicked and
the pure of heart.  On the race committee boat, the
committee members amused themselves by thinking up
more accurate descriptions of the race:  Daylight Savings
Drifter?  Daylight Savings Disaster?  After an hour, the
committee pulled the plug and abandoned.  But as the
committee putt-putted back to base, they passed many
boats still at anchor, their crews laughing in the cockpit,
enjoying the spring sunshine and the simple fact of being
on the water.  OK, maybe the DSD was only a demi-
disaster.  

THE MORE YOU KNOW

A couple of boats drifted over the start line early, could
not get back above the line under plain sail in the light 
air, and promptly retired, perhaps thinking that without 
using the motor there was no way to get back to the 
start line, and knowing that RSS 42 prohibits use of a 
motor while racing.  However, this scenario is not an 
uncommon situation on the river, and it is good to 
remember OCSA General Instruction 11.5 which 
modifes RSS 42.  Under OSCA GI 11.5, these boats 
could have started their motors, motored above the 
start line, shut off propulsion, waited four minutes, and 
then crossed the line, and all that would have been a 
completely legal.   Be sure to attend the SYSCO Race 
Clinic March 19, 1830, at RCYC, to get updates on the 
OCSA General Instructions for racing on the river.  
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Mentorship Program Begins
Gary Bruner, Co-Secretary

The brainchild of Commodore Tod Bassham, SYSCO’s Mentor program is now underway.  Designed to 
encourage some new folks to try sailboat racing, the idea is to pair up those with the desire to try racing with 
some of us with more experience on the race course.   It is hoped that a little coaching, either on the mentor’s
boat or the mentee’s, will lessen the angst we all felt at frst when we started racing our boats.  We have been 
in contact with a number of people, some with and some without boats of their own.  Some expressed interest
at the boat show and some were identifed as those who belong to SYSCO but have not been racing.

One of the frst folks to sign up was Fred Faveluke who is the proud owner of a beautiful blue C & C 30.   
Fred drew the short straw, and got me for a mentor, mostly because our boats are similar sized and Fred 
moors his boat just a short distance from Shamrock.  Fred has since joined our crew for 3 very different 
Sailing on Sunday races in very different conditions.  Fred was encouraged to ask questions and given few 
responsibilities so that he could primarily watch what was going on.   I don’t kid myself that I know 
everything, and there are certainly many better skippers on our river, but I do enjoy sharing what I’ve learned 
out there, and Fred proved to be a motivated ‘student’.

In his own words, Fred says, “Thanks for taking me out on the Sunday races.  The experience was very 
valuable.   I now feel safer and more comfortable being close to other boats on the river, although I would 
still hesitate to be skipper for any race activity….also to see how Shamrock is rigged is going to save many 
hours of trial and error and big money as I renew and upgrade the standing rigging on Pandy….”

If YOU would enjoy helping someone along, meeting with him or her to review rules, perhaps visiting that 
skipper’s boat, and/or even sailing with him or her a few times on your boat or theirs, please get in contact 
with me and we’ll fx you up with an eager learner as soon as we have someone who might be a good ‘ft’.   
Thanks for considering it!

Gary Bruner
360 721 3468
molika@teleport.com
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Board Meeting Minutes
Gary Bruner for Don Woodhouse

The meeting was at 7:00 PM at Delta Park Elmer’s on 
March 2, 2015.   In attendance were:  Scott Stevenson, 
Kris Amundson, George Brown, Bruce Newton, Mike 
Daly, Jim and Lenny Severs, Thomas MacMenemy, Nat 
and Tara Powning, Bill Sanborn, Warren Dalby, Jan 
Burkhart, Tod Bassham and Gary Bruner.  Commodore 
Tod rapped the gavel a bit after 7 PM and dispensed with 
introductions and the approval of minutes from the last 
meeting.

Treasurer's Report
Sporting a New Zealand tan, Bruce Newton delivered a 
short fnancial report whose highlights included the fact 
that our income from memberships is just over $7000, 
while $9600 is the budgeted fgure.   Discussion revolved 
around the fact that the price will go UP for late payment, 
and that many sailors wait for racing to begin before they 
join, so we’re not in a panic.   While Bruce says we’re on 
track to perhaps have a defcit of $1,000 this year, 
unknowns include whether or not we’ll have a payout for 
a PRO or not since Rich Jones is out of the picture due to 
double knee replacement.   Bruce also reported $500 so 
far in misc. income which amounts to donations for pizza 
at Fleet Night and SYSCO RACING hat sales from the Boat
Show.   His budget for the year was approved by the 
board.

Race Captain's Report
Vice Commodore Nat Powning  expressed some 
concern about not having a paid PRO this season since 
Rich has been forbidden by doctors to even be on a 
boat for some time.  No one else has yet expressed any 
interest in even splitting the job, having one person run 
Tuesday races while another would run Thursdays.   The
likely scenario is that we may go back to asking 
individual feets to run the entire she-bang on the night 
they are assigned.   Some feets have a great deal of 
racing experience in their feets while others, not so 
much.  There was discussion about asking all feet 
captains to make the March 19 race clinic, and to 
devote some time after Dale Mack’s presentation to new
racers to discuss some details about race management 
and maintaining some consistency over a series.  There 
was some consensus that sailing multiple races per night
for some feets can cause some RC anxiety, and that 
practice might have to be addressed in light of us going 
to an all volunteer RC.

The Daylight Savings Dash, featuring 2 COB drills is 

coming up.  Nat’s boat will be the RC boat for that event 
which will use the radio on channel 72 to give instructions 
and start times for the pursuit start sequence.   19 boats 
have registered, but Tod will send an email blast to try to 
bump up that number.   Boats must register early in order 
for the RC to manage the start sequence properly.   It was 
suggested that Mike and Mary Stainsby might well be the 
sources for information should some boats need a 
temporary handicap number for this no-fee event.

The Opening Day Regatta will be held on April 11.  It is a 
joint effort between PYC and SYSCO this year.  Since PYC 
wants a portion of entry fees to help defray food expenses, 
SYSCO has agreed this year to pay them $300, depending 
on the number of entries.  For that fgure, PYC will provide 
the PRO for that event, but SYSCO wants to have some 
input on just who that person will be.   Pancho needs to be 
splashed before that event, and Adrienne Lacavaro will be 
contacted to arrange moorage for Pancho after that date.   

Adrienne will also need to arrange for our fags to be 
present for the Race Clinic on March 19.  We want to 
encourage all new racers to attend this presentation by 
Dale Mack.   No food or drink will be offered at this event 
which is to be held at RCYC, with gates open by 6:15  with 
the presentation scheduled to begin at 7PM.   

Membership
Chair Jan Burkhart reported that we currently have 94 
members at this time, including a couple of ‘comps’ for a 
few folks who may be non race boat owners but who step 
up to lead committees and work  We have 5 new 
members:  Larry Smith (Paradox), Stephanie Walker and Jan
McCormick (Wild Heart), Shelly Johnson (Mate Vitre), and 
Tom Pfeiffer (River Rose) and Heather Zieser, an associate 
member who is our co-social chair.

Scott Stevenson made mention of the fact that Regatta 
Network lists our feets a bit differently than the race book, 
which might, at frst, seem confusing.  For instance, Fleet H 
is divided into H1, H2 and H3, but in other areas the 
subdivision is by one design designation:   Ranger 20, Cat 
22, etc.  Be aware.
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Board Minutes Continued …

Newsletter
Editor Kris Amundson is soliciting photos and stories for 
the March issue.  His deadline to produce the newsletter is
the Sunday following a board meeting (this month it’s 
3/8/15) by evening time.   Kris needs articles and 
contributions in time to get his work done.   We need a 
push in the newsletter to get cruise directors for cruising 
events.   Bill is in charge of the Delta Cruise, of course, but
we need someone to be the ‘go to’ person for the 

traditional cruise to Martin Pond over Memorial Day, for 
instance.  Gary will write a short article about SYSCO’s new 
“Mentor” program and about his experience working with 
his new ‘mentee’ .
Bill will write a short recap of the SOS fnale Chili Feed, and 
Tod will recap the Daylight Savings Dash.

The meeting was adjourned by 8:20.

Respectfully submitted by substitute secretary,
 Gary Bruner for Don Woodhouse
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Dates to Remember
   

SYSCO Race Clinic
March 19thth

RCYC Frostbite Regatta
March 21st

PYC Opening Day
Regatta

April 11-12th

From the Editor
Kris Amundson, Newsletter Editor

Putting the S in SYSCO, Gary Bruner built what has been christened “S/V Shampebble” -- an RC sailboat.  
After an SOS race in February, Shampebble hit the waters next to the main Tomahawk Bay ramp for its frst 
sail.
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