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STARTING LINE

The wedding ceremony of our own Cathy Meyer to David 
McCallum on Sept 3 aboard Panama Red. 
The wedding guests witnessed the occasion over VHF from other 
nearby vessels. Congratulations, David and Cathy!
Photos courtesy of Craig Daniels.



From the Front
Nat Powning, Commodore

I hope everyone had as much fun during the "race" cruise to St. Helens as Tara and myself.  We did our 

best to start backwards at DM 35 but couldn't quite stop our hull from spinning before reaching the line.  It 

was quite an interesting kick-off with the breeze coming from all 360 degrees within 30 minutes.  Eventually

it did the usual thing building and pushing dead up-river the rest of the day.  Junovia got in some sailing but

twice resorted to the iron genny: first after getting frustrated with no breeze and second after wearing my 

arms out bringing over the headsail on each short tack.  Hopefully you'll find a report or two of the event 

from other participants in this edition so, I'll leave it at that.

As for other club business - we're in a brief lull before planning for next year begins in earnest.  We'll be 

working on changes to address confusion that was experienced this year as well as adjusting dates in 

response to feedback that's been heard following the first Twilight Series.  Pancho will be pulled and 

winterized after supporting OWSA's Set Sail For A Cause on the 17th.
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SV Junovia. Photo courtesy of John Osborne.



For anyone that hasn't heard yet - the SYSCO Awards Party originally scheduled for October 15th has 

been cancelled and will be merged into the OCSA party on November 5th.  Make sure to be at the OCSA 

party as that's where SYSCO will be presenting all our awards.

In closing I'd like to put out a call for help identifying future leaders to help guide SYSCO.  We're looking for

people to fill a number of important positions, particularly in two areas: managing our website and 

organizing social events.  This may not be you, the Starting Line Reader.  It may be someone you know 

that's looking to grow skills in one of these areas or perhaps needing volunteer experience to add to their 

resume.  Please let myself or any of us know if you have someone in mind or have questions about what 

these jobs entail.

Oh, one last thing...  You may notice there are no board meeting minutes in this round.  While we normally 

hold a meeting every month, September was skipped mostly due to many of us being out of town.  Some 

for work but, thankfully, most for vacation.  Rest assured things are happening and we'll be meeting again 

in October.

Happy Sails!

-Nat
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The one that didn't get away! Photo courtesy of Nat Powning.



From the Rear 
Tod Bassham, Rear-Commodore

Some clubs race, some cruise, but only SYSCO is crazy enough to combine both in the same event.

This year the SYSCO St. Helen's Race/Cruise was even more special, as our crack crew at SYSCO Social

Events, Tara Powning and Heather Zeiser, did a fabulous job organizing a burger BBQ and potluck for the 

40-50  members and guests at the St. Helen's Waterfront Park pavilion. Because SYSCO chose not to run 

its own awards party this year, the SHR/C potluck was a great opportunity for members to gather and 

celebrate the end of another great sailing season. 

                The cruise back was relaxed and enjoyable, but the racing was some of the best I’ve seen for 

this event. Our fearless Race Captain, Bruce Newton, originally planned a rabbit start, but finally opted for 

a pursuit start with the speed-challenged boats drifting first across the line in the light southerly. By the time

we hoisted the A-sail and drifted after them, the wind had died completely. On Chinook we resorted to the 

iron genny for about five minutes, until we caught a waft of the new northerly filling in, and the crew 

demanded sailing time. Then followed two hours of delightful upwind sailing in the increasing breeze. By 

the time Warrior Rock hove into view, we had reefed both main and headsail, but still had the rail in the 

water and big grins on our faces. But the best part was seeing the happy sailors gathered together in the 

amphitheater, eating, talking and laughing. I hope the End O’ Season BBQ at St. Helen's becomes a fixture

in SYSCO tradition. 
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Ranger 20s heading home in a caravan following the Long Distance race. Photo 
courtesy of Kelly Dews.
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St. Helen's Race/Cruise
Bill Sanborn

There might be someone who has done the SYSCO St. Helen's event as many times as I have, but I

can not recall who that might be.  I missed the first 2 or 3 years in the 80's when my job interfered on that 

weekend because of the Oregon Trucking Convention.  The stories that came back told me that it was a 

good time with fun folks, lead by the Ranger 24 Fleet, Ranger 20 Fleet and the Catalina 22 folks.  When I 

joined my first raft up in '82 the annual event was to see how many sailors a Ranger 20 could support, and 

I saw 20 plus when someone cried "UNCLE".  In the early years we tied to log rafts in the Channel just 

outside of Scappoose Bay, by the 90's the City Docks at St. Helen's were improved and a good 

replacement for the vanishing log rafts down along the Channel, and the chiming clock tower every hour 

became a part of the Race/Cruise.

The wind is at best a crap shoot as happened this year.  We have had years where a reef, and #3 

were almost to much, and then one year we took to the water with tow lines and swam the boats down 

stream.  Most years have been a beat to weather with lots and lots of tacks.

What I observed this year with the first Potluck BarBQ was that I only reconized maybe 30% of the 

skippers and crew who were enjoying the Party in the Park, while 5 years ago I would have known the 

majority of the sailors and their boats.  As I talk with my friends who are members of the "Other Yacht 

Clubs" they tell me that they have a graying problem.  My view is that SYSCO is doing what the Founders 

envisioned in 1978, To offering a place for younger, and entry level sailors as well as for seasoned sailors 

to race in an organized, low cost well run events, and being a part of the social interaction.  Our hope is 

that all those folks return and bring others with them, but history tells us that a few of those will go to other 

hobbys, and new sailors will take their places. 

Your leadership is needed to take the responsiblity for managing this, while helping SYSCO 

continue to stay the course and offer the best quality events for Racing, Cruising and Socializing
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Upcoming Dates to Remember
OWSA Set Sail for

a Cause

Sept 17

OWSA Annual
Meeting and

Elections

Oct 5

PYC Robert A
Smith Regatta

Oct 8 – 9

CYC Sailing on
Sundays

Oct 16 2016 –  

Mar 5 2017 

OCSA Awards
Party

 Nov 5

CYC Annual
Meeting and

Elections

Nov 14 
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Barcode as Race Committee. Photo courtesy of Nat Powning.
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Racing Report
Bruce Newton, Vice Commodore/Race Captain

This will be short because your Race Captain is writing this while on vacation in Scandanavia. Two days 

ago we visited the Viking Ship Museum in Roskilde, Denmark, a medieval town that in 1066 sunk a bunch 

of ships to block an attacking army. They were discovered in the 1950s, raised, and preserved.  The 

museum staff have since built exact copies using original methods and the amount of work that went into 

building these boats is truly amazing. Makes the maintenance on our plastic boats seem trivial.

Closer to home, we got a new green racing buoy in time to use it for the last week of the Twilight Series. 

The fuel system on Pancho was reconfigured to hopefully prevent the fuel line fitting from being knocked 

out of the fuel tank which was happening repeatedly. And the St. Helen's race was big fun with too little 

wind at the start quickly becoming too much wind. One boat was dismasted. Only a handful of boats 

persevered to sail the whole course. The winner of the Overcoming Adversity Award was the crew of the 

Cal 20 Local Motion who manage to sail the whole course, crossed the finish line at Warrior Rock, and 

then had the rudder come off the boat. They managed to beach the boat and reattach the rudder.

Don't forget to sign up for the remaining weekend regattas and get ready for the Sail on Sunday series that 

runs through the winter.  I'm off to the fiords of Norway. 

\

Vela, under spinnaker, returning
from St. Helen's, OR earlier this
month. Photo courtesy of Teresa
Coleman.
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